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CLEAN – Well Confined Mucosal Laser Ablation with a Negative 
Pressure Based Endoscopy Capsule 
 

Duration:   24 mo. 
 

Type of action: MSCA-IF-EF-RI 
 

Total score:  96% 
 

Panel: Life Sciences 
 

My previous applications:  2016 (fail due to 10-page limit) 
       2017 (fail due to lack of scientific advisory) 
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Overall success rate in RI = 19.39% 
Overall success rate in ST = 12.40% 
 

Turkish success rate in RI = 11.76% 
Turkish success rate in ST = 4.17% 



proposal 

topic 

team 

writing 
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novelty and 
state-of-the-art 

research projection of 
host inst. 

your research interest 

your academic 
background 
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Physics 
(optics & 
photonics) 

Engineering 
(EE & ME) 

Life 
Sciences 

my scientific 
background 

scientific 
advisory 

Biomedical 
Optics 

my research 
interest 

Research projection of the host institute: 
Technological researches in biomedical field 
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development 
of new 

technologies 

laser-tissue 
interaction 

biomedical 
optics 

cancer and 
cancer 
biology 

histology 
study 



proposal 

topic 

team 

writing 
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correct 
mentoring 

academic 
training 

filling gaps in 
the proposal 

interdisciplinary 
approach 
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Omer Ilday, Ph.D. 
(Bilkent University – 

laser electronics) 
h = 32 

Mehmet Ozturk, Ph.D. 
(IBG – cancer biology) 

h = 45 
 



proposal 

topic 

team 

writing 
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writing 

polishing 

proof 
reading 

organization  objective 
and aims 

evaluation 
summary 

report 
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excellence 

weight: 50.00% 

impact 

weight: 30.00% 

implementation 

weight: 20.00% 

Part – B1 
(10-page limit) 

CV 

5-page limit 

capacity of the host  

2-page limit 

ethical issues 

no limitation 

Part – B2 
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Objective of the project should be short, comprehensive & clear. 
 
Specific aims of the project should be complementary & traceable. 
 
Specific aims of the project can be linked with the main Work Packages. 
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Very helpful to improve your proposal. 
 
Very useful to review your research topic and idea. 
 
Try to address each weakness listed in the report. 
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ESR can be very useful to produce new research ideas. 
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Demonstration of your writing skills, personality in some ways, 
determination, and motivation.  
 
Impact + Implementation = Excellence 
(Details make the difference in a high level competition) 
 
Use 10-page limit wisely. 
 
Highlight key notes if necessary. 
 
May be useful to use a suitable color coding throughout the proposal. 
 
Using tables save a lot of space. 
 
Lists help the panelist to monitor what you want to emphasize. 
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1) Enhancing the potential & future career prospects of the Researcher: 
 
A list of short-term & mid-term career goals may include; 
 
•  To accomplish the mobility phase and get ready for a permanent 

position. 

•  To master of the skills in the field of light-tissue interactions,  
biological tissue structures, and histology studies. 

•  To have the stable superposition of new & present skills with new 
achievements. 

•  To transfer his knowledge to colleagues in the Host for building new 
experiences on existing ones. 
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2) Quality of the proposed measures to exploit and disseminate the 
action results: 
 
A list at the local level, national level, and international level may 
include; 
 
•  Internal seminars, scientific mentoring in the host. 
 
•  National & International symposiums (e.g., National Optics, Electro-

optics and Photonics Conference or SPIE Photonics West) 
 
•  Scientific Publications (Biomedical Optics Express, J Biomedical 

Optics etc.) 
 
•  Technology Transfer Office (e.g., DEU DETTO) 
 
•  Start-up company (be aware of the regulations) 
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3) Quality of the proposed measures to communicate the action 
activities to different target audiences: 
 
High school visits as a volunteer MSCA ambassador in Turkey. 
 
Developing a research project with high school students. 
 
Interviews with the universities and local broadcasters. 
 
Design a web page dedicated to the project. 
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Need to have a few iterations. 
 

Do not wait until the last minute. 
 

Polishing never ends.  
 

Use short but effective sentences. 
 

European-style writing in English is slightly different from writing in 
US-style English. Be aware of it! 

 
Ask help for proofreading from your friends, colleagues, and more 

importantly project supervisor.   



thanks for your attention 

Serhat Tozburun, Ph.D. 
serhat.tozburun@ibg.edu.tr 
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