Türkiye is taking solid steps to
become a regional and global key
player by establishing policies and
strategies that will contribute to
sustainable development and
competitiveness. In addition to
policies based on production,
employment and exports; R&D and
innovation strategies and
investments have gained
momentum aligning with the global
developments and changing
competitive conditions. In the
Turkish Economic Model, R&D has an
utmost importance as a leading
policy area, influencing economic,
social and cultural policies. R&D and
innovation activities resulting in
digital and eco-friendly innovative
solutions, have become one of the
main factors in our sustainable
development strategies.
Even in this so-called global age, the
circulation of international
knowledge and exchange of
experience are limited by various
factors, such as geographical, spatial,
social, economic and cultural
circumstances. However, the
importance of international R&D
cooperation in solving global
challenges, such as the pandemic
and climate change, has been
recognized around the world.
The European Union (EU) Framework
Programmes encourage
international R&D collaborations that
go beyond the national borders to
bring concrete solutions to the
global challenges. Beyond global
problems, the programme also
includes opportunities that can
contribute to our national target of
zero-emission by the year 2053.
Türkiye has the vision of co-creating
and succeeding together to achieve

impact for solving global challenges.
The impact of our national
investments and mechanisms, which
have increased significantly in recent
years, will be more comprehensive
through international cooperation. In
global R&D cooperation processes,
difficulties may arise due to the lack
of common financial and legal
infrastructure and the difference in
mechanisms used in the
implementation phase. However,
compared to other international R&D
cooperation mechanisms, given the
previous experience, the framework
of the Horizon Europe Programme
can be implemented with more
effective tools, achieving successful
results.
Technical Assistance for Turkey in
Horizon 2020-Phase II, is carried out
under the Competitive Sectors
Programme, financed within the
framework of the financial
cooperation of the European Union
and the Republic of Türkiye and
implemented by the Ministry of
Industry and Technology.

amounts of funding compared to
national projects.
The momentum of success that was
gained in 2019 under the Horizon
2020 Programme continued in 2020
and 2021, and Turkish stakeholders
have been awarded with 297.5
million Euros, exceeding the national
contribution of 265.5 million Euros.
During this period, Turkish stakeholders not only participated as
partners in consortia involving many
European organisations, but also led
more projects as coordinators.
Within this period, the number of
Turkish coordinators increased from
7 to 29. The stakeholders, whose
projects were funded under the
programme, also took the opportunity to access information and technology produced through the
multi-partner project consortia of
which they were part.

The previous EU Framework
Programmes have provided the
Turkish Research Area (TARAL)
stakeholders in different sectors with
international research practice,
enabled them to participate in
international networks, and access
the cutting-edge technology developed in their field. TARAL stakeholders have also been able to get to
know their competitors, meet with
the most competent actors in their
fields of expertise, and receive larger

Public authorities, universities and
industry should act together to
achieve the national "zero-emission"
target until 2053. Accordingly,
platform and network support based
on large-scale and co-achievement
models have been facilitated at
national level. As in the EU Framework Programmes the ecosystem for
green transformation has become a
nationwide priority. The support
provided under the new TÜBİTAK
calls for High Technology Platforms
and Industrial Innovation Networks
(SAYEM) are primarily directed to the
priority areas of the European Green
Deal, exactly coinciding with the
Sustainable Development Goals in
line with the 2053 zero-emission
target and which constitutes the
main emphasis of the Horizon
Europe Programme Calls.

Horizon Europe
EU’s R&D and Innovation
Programme Horizon Europe, that is
being implemented between the
years 2021-2027, mainly serves EU’s
economic and social development
goals with a budget of 95.5 billion
Euros. The Programme promotes
excellent research and tackling of
societal problems, knowledge
production and economic growth
through multidisciplinary,
Pillar 1

multi-partner and target oriented
research and innovation activities.
The Horizon Europe Programme,
which Türkiye participates in as an
Associated Country, has 3 main
pillars. These 3 pillars are Scientific
Excellence, Global Challenges and
Industrial Competitiveness, and
Innovative Europe (Figure 1).
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Figure 1: European Commission, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, EU budget for the
future : Horizon Europe : EU funding for research and innovation 2021-2027, Publications Office, 2018,
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/251070

The sub-programmes are planned to
be complementary and in harmony
with each other as well as with the
other Union Programmes. The
programme aims to contribute to
green and digital transformation,
which are critically important for
Turkish stakeholders.

In addition, Missions have been
designed by the European
Commission to set measurable
targets and translate the impact of
the Programme into clear solutions
to some of the societal problems we
face, within a certain budget and a
specific time.

To ensure that Türkiye can benefit
from the Horizon Europe
Programme at the highest level, our
versatile and long-term Horizon
Europe Vision has 4 main priorities:
▶ to contribute to Türkiye's
socio-economic and sustainable
development goals by establishing
more international cooperation;
▶ to boost the international visibility
of TARAL and improve its integration
with the European Research Area;
▶ to provide synergy between
national and international R&D,
innovation and investment
programmes;
▶ to contribute to the enrichment of
qualified human resources.

We believe that the strong scientific
and technological cooperation we
have established with the EU will
continue in the Horizon Europe
Programme with our vision of
“co-creation and succeeding
together."
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