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10 Strengths, No weaknesses

3 Strengths, 3 weaknesses

2 Strengths, 6 weaknesses

First Trial – 2017 
MSCA PF Call

MSCA PF Fellowship (2019-2021 @METU)



Second Trial –
2018 MSCA PF Call

https://ufukavrupa.org.tr/en/supports/marie-curie-pre-evaluation-support

MSCA PF Fellowship (2019-2021 @METU)



Second Trial –
2018 MSCA PF Call

9 Strengths, 1 mild weakness

4 Strengths, no weakness

6 Strengths, 1 minor weakness

 Try as much as 
possible and get ESR(s) 
to revise your 
proposal in the right 
direction!

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/842403

MSCA PF Fellowship (2019-2021 @METU)



https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/how-to-apply

 Select the right panel carefully based on your research keywords!
 Information Science & Engineering   /  Environment and Geosciences
 Chemistry  /  Life Sciences
 Social Sciences and Humanities /  Economic Sciences
 Mathematics & Physics

Types of Postdoctoral Fellowship

MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships 2025



MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships 2025

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/postdoctoral-fellowships

 Read the “Guide for applicants_MSCA PF 2025” very carefully! 
 Call for proposals opens on 8 May 2025



The MSCA-PF proposals are composed of two parts, Part A and Part B:

Part A includes administrative information on the 
beneficiary (host institution), associated partners for 
a non-academic placement, and for GFs also the 
associated partner for the outgoing phase. 

Part A also contains information on the supervisor 
and the researcher as well as on ethics and security, 
and the proposal budget. 

Guide for applicants_MSCA PF 

2025

Formatting standards described 

in: 

MSCA PF Proposals

Submit your application through 

the the Funding and Tenders 

Opportunities Portal

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2025-PF-01-01?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502&programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027&frameworkProgramme=43108390&programmePart=43108473&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate


MSCA PF Proposal Evaluation

Evaluation Process Overview and Deadlines (Previous –

2024 - Call) 

IER: Individual Evaluation Report CR: Consensus Report ESR: Evaluation 

Summary Report 



THE EVALUATION CRITERIA 

MSCA PF Proposal Evaluation

Assessment Grid for Evaluators

 Criteria are assessed (and scored) as a whole, considering all sub-criteria!

1. Excellence - weighted 50% 

2. Impact - weighted 30% 

3. Quality and Efficiency of 
the Implementation -
weighted 20% 

 Each criterion is divided 
into multiple sub-criteria.

 Each sub-criterion is 
divided in several 
assessment points that are 
numbered across each 
criterion to facilitate the 
evaluation process. 



MSCA PF Proposal Evaluation

CRITERION 1: EXCELLENCE 

(50%) 

Open Science practices are not 

outreach actions. Outreach 

actions are part of the 

communication, dissemination and 

exploitation activities in the ‘Impact’

(Criterion 2). 



MSCA PF Proposal Evaluation

CRITERION 1: EXCELLENCE 

(50%) 

Scientific supervision 

is crucial for a 

successful MSCA-PF. 



MSCA PF Proposal Evaluation

CRITERION 2: IMPACT (30%) 

Sub-criterion 1.3 versus 2.1:

• Sub-criterion 1.3: quality of the planned training activities during the 

fellowship. 

• Sub-criterion 2.1: expected impact of the skills acquired during the fellowship 

on the 



MSCA PF Proposal Evaluation

CRITERION 3: Quality and Efficiency of the 

Implementation (20%) 

 Risk mitigation plan should be very clear and suitably linked to the methodology and 
work plan. Hint: A summary table of risks/contingency plans would be nice!



MSCA PF Proposal Evaluation

 Evaluation of the consistency of the Gantt Chart with the information 

provided in the text on work packages, deliverables, milestones, 

secondments and non-academic placement (if there is) is important!

CRITERION 3: Quality and Efficiency of the 

Implementation (20%) 

Example from Speleotolia project @ https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/842403



MSCA PF Proposal Evaluation

Tips for a Successful Proposal:

• Novel (or ambitious) research trying to go 
beyond the state of the art successfully

• A very clear description of a gap in the 
research subject

• If there is, combining with previous work

• Innovative research objectives that are 
feasible and verifiable in the project’s 
timeline!

• Honesty about possible shortcomings but 
determination in general approach

• Maximization of the impact! 

• Addressing all of the sub-criteria 
satisfactorily

• Logical linkages between objectives, 
methodology and work packages. 

2.1

2.9



ANY QUESTIONS??

ezimer@metu.edu.tr

mailto:ezimer@metu.edu.tr





