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Path to building a network
• BSc, Mathematics, METU, 2005

• MSc, Cognitive Science, METU, 

2008

• PhD, Psychology, University of 

Birmingham, 2013

• Early Stage Researcher, MSCA 

PRISM Network, Bilkent 
University, 2016 


• Postdoc at JLU Giessen, 2018

• Data Analyst, A.S. National Brain 

Research Center, Ankara, 2019

• Permanent position at METU, 

since 2020

Material Sounds

Sound symbolic words 
and materials

gooey

hairy

rough
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Perception of materials, objects and spaces through active EXPLORAtion 

HORIZON-MSCA-2024-DN-01


Coordinator: Prof Katja 
Doerschner, JLU Giessen, 
Germany 


4.2m Euros (METU 237 292 
Euros) 


Long and winding road… 

EXPLORA

The perception of materials, objects and spaces through active exploration       No.101226908H2020 MSCA DN

This is                                       !
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Why my case may be useful -Back to 2022

• New topic for me (material sounds & language)


• Very limited track record at the start (one conference abstract)


• Small project as a starting point (2 MSc theses in progress)


• Most junior PI in the consortium



Dicle Dövencioğlu, MSCA 30th Anniversary, TÜBİTAK, 15/4/2026

Meet at a 
conference

-planning… 

First 
submission


-failed 80.2%

Second 
submission


-failed better 
89.8%

Visit to 
Germany


-brainstorming

Third 
submission


98.6%

!

Nov 2
022

Aug 2022

Oct 2023

Nov 2
024

Nov 2
023

3 months to the deadline MSCA call 2022 

• Fill in Part B tables for METU

• Link your project to the one of the research objectives, and 

the skills that are acquired 
1.Beneficiary Legal Name: Middle Eastern Technical University (METU)
General Description Middle East Technical University (METU) has a leading position among the universities in Turkey with its 

international scientific publications and share of research funds from national scientific research funding agencies. At 
METU the language of education is English and a significant portion of METU faculty consists of researchers 
incoming from Europe and/or Third countries (mostly USA). METU plays a critical role as an international research-
intensive university in terms of the excellence and the diversity of research projects and research revenues account for 
20-25% on average of annual METU expenditures, including all payroll costs. METU has a prominent position Role and Commitment of 

key persons
Assist. Prof. Dicle Dövencioğlu: Supervision of METU-ESR02 and co-supervision of ESRs seconded to METU. 
Commitment: 20% FTE.

Key Research Facilities, 
Infrastructure and 
Equipment

Key research facilities include a state-of-the-art Psychophysics Lab with workstations, licensed software, and video 
equipment shared by the lab members.  METU has a Central Laboratory with types of equipment managed and 
operated by much-talented scientists for any material characterization methods (e.g. rheology). The service fees at the 
Central Laboratory are reduced by 60% for researchers affiliated with METU. The high-power computing (HPC) 
cluster facilities are available to METU members. METUWind houses blade servers in two Linux clusters: Atmaca and 
Poyraz with a total of 576 cores and 10GbE interconnected network. VR setup with hand motion tracking: 1 x HTC 
Vive Cosmos Elite Headset, 1 Leapmotion, 2 x Vive Tracker

Status of Research Premises All premises are owned by the beneficiary. Research premises are wholly independent from other beneficiaries and 
associated partners in the consortium

Previous Involvement in 
Research and Training 
Programmes

1.UNESCO - L’Oréal For Women in Science Young Talents Fellowship for Multidimensionality of softness perception 
in viscoelastic materials (2020-2021).  
2.Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions Seal of Excellence Shape Dynamics - Perceiving shape in complex dynamic scenes 
submitted under call H2020-MSCAIF-2016 was recommended for funding by other sources since resources for this call 
were already allocated following a competitive ranking (2017).  
3.Post-doctoral Reintegration Grant –BIDEB 2232 Bursary for conducting a 2-year research on 3D shape and material 
perception (2014-2016) By Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK)Current Involvement in 

Research and Training 
Programmes

Starting grant METU 2021-2022 Cognitive Processes in Softness Perception project focuses on the effect of memory 
and language on visuohaptic material perception and has created two Master‘s theses that are close to completion. 
METU has actively taken part in and managed various projects under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance 
(IPA), especially the Framework Programmes (FP) and other international projects, such as COST, Erasmus, Newton-
Katip Çelebi Fund, etc. METU has hosted 23 MSCA Individual Fellowships (FP7 and H2020) with a budget of about Relevant Publications/datasets/ 

softwares/ Innovation Products/ 
1.Dövencioğlu D.N., Üstün, F., Doerschner, K., Drewing, K. (2022). Hand explorations are determined by the 
characteristics of the perceptual space of real-world materials from silk to sand. Scientific Reports, 12(1), 1-12. https://
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3 months to the deadline MSCA call 2022 

• Fill in Part B tables for METU

• Link your project to the one of the research objectives, and 

the skills that are acquired 
Project Title: Material-related sounds and their effect on natural exploration strategies

Objectives:  addresses RO1, RO2

Expected Results: Assess natural material sounds that are fundamental to our identification during haptic 
exploration. Examine sound symbolic words’ distinctive phonetic characteristics. Explore the universality of sound 
symbolism for naturalistic materials. Account for the role of auditory information during exploration in a 
multisensory environment.

Specific Research Methods acquired by ESR: Generating real and virtual stimuli, acoustic analyses natural 
material sounds, phonetic analyses of sound symbolic (onomatopoeic) words, behavioral psychophysics, modelling 
exploratory procedures with hand pose estimation (skills acquired: ESA1)

Planned secondment 1: Host: GIESSEN, supervisor: Roland Fleming, Karl Gegenfurtner, Katja Dörschner, 
timing: month 12, length:4 weeks, purpose: Gain understanding of the theories of grasping and exploration 
strategies. Gain competence in technical implementation of hand tracking. (skills acquired: ESA1, ESA2-SM-
Planned secondment 2: Host:BERGEN, supervisor: Vebjorn Ekroll, timing: month 24, length:4 weeks, purpose: 
Compare different cultures and establish the universality of sound symbolism in material perception. Gain 
experience in phonetic analysis of a language spoken in another EU country (skills acquired: ESA1, ESA2-SM-
* Enrolment in Doctoral degree(s):
METU

dicle dovencioglu
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Strengths: Ambitious, interdisciplinary, and well-structured, presenting a 
convincing, measurable plan that integrates advanced AI-based methods, 
strong supervision, and comprehensive open-science and training 
components.


Weaknesses: Lacks clarity in linking individual projects to overall 
objectives, provides limited detail on data analysis and training organization, 
and addresses gender and diversity dimensions only superficially.

Meet at a 
conference

-planning… 

First 
submission


-failed 80.2%

Second 
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-failed better 
89.8%
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Strengths: Strong engagement between academic and non-academic 
sectors, a well-structured training and dissemination plan, and clear 
strategies for public engagement and impact that will enhance 
researchers’ skills and career prospects.


Weaknesses: Lacks concrete detail on long-term sustainability, IP 
management, and technological impact, providing an unconvincing 
account of broader societal and economic outcomes.
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Strengths: Coherent and well-structured work plan with clear 
deliverables, milestones, and strong institutional complementarity, 
demonstrating effective collaboration, infrastructure readiness, and 
commitment across all partners.


Weaknesses: Does not sufficiently address potential scientific, 
technical, and management risks that could affect project delivery and 
supervision.
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A subset of us, September 13, 2023, & a preview of what future in-person meetings could look like ☺

Tuesday (24.3) Wednesday (25.3)

2:00-2:50 
pm (CET)

• Welcome 
• Trajectory of the 

network & important 
updates/deadlines

• Hiring

• Who is Who – Round II*

Break

3-4 pm
(CET)

• All you want to know 
about EXPLORAkits 

• Q & A session

KICK OFF MEETING @ hosted by

https://explora-network.github.io/web/

dicle dovencioglu
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Strengths: Ambitious, methodologically robust, and multidisciplinary, with 
clearly defined objectives, strong open science and data management 
practices, an excellent training programme, and well-qualified supervisors 
ensuring gender and diversity integration.


Weaknesses: Lacks sufficient justification for its focus on active exploration, 
novelty of some objectives are unconvincing, and fails to clearly link all 
individual projects to the overall research aims (i.e., nonhuman studies).
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Strengths: Strong non-academic collaboration, convincing long-term 
sustainability, excellent plans for dissemination and impact, and clear 
pathways to economic, scientific, and societal benefits that enhance 
researchers’ employability and outreach potential. 


Weaknesses: Some claimed scientific and societal impacts are not 
sufficiently substantiated or aligned with the proposed training activities 
(regarding innovation in XR technologies and VR/AR skill development).
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Strengths: A rigorous and coherent work plan with well-structured 
work packages, credible deliverables, strong risk mitigation, 
balanced consortium collaboration, effective supervision, and a 
thoughtful, diversity-aware recruitment strategy. 


Weakness: “Not all technological risks have been adequately 
anticipated.”
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Clarify the link between individual projects and overall aims 


Justify collaborations and novelty


EU Policies: Strengthen gender, diversity, and impact dimensions


Address scientific, technical, and management risks specific to your 
project

Take home message from 2 failed attempts
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12 Academic Beneficiaries:


JLU (Germany) - Coordinator

TU Delft (Netherlands)

University of Bologna (Italy)

University of Oxford (UK)

University of Birmingham (UK)

University of Bamberg (Germany)

Middle East Technical University (Turkey)

University of Helsinki (Finland)

INRIA (France)

UTIA (Czech Republic)

TU Darmstadt (Germany)

University of Waterloo (Canada)


10 Associated Partners (including industry partners like Microsoft, Schlenk, 
Qualisys, and cultural organizations like Science Centers & art galleries)

Perception of materials, objects and spaces through active EXPLORAtion 
EXPLORA
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Why my case may be useful

• New topic for me -and for the consortium, many collaboration 
possibilities 


• Very limited track record at the start - it can only get better 
from here :) 


• Small project as a starting point - Managable, most likely to 
meet all milestones…


• Most junior PI in the consortium - Explora is the most 
important item on my list! 
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Build your network: Approach people -at conferences & via e-
mail

Offer unique contribution even if it is complementary 

Start small, but be visible

Rejection is part of the learning process -use feedback to 
improve 


Relationships, clarity, and persistence

Thank you!

Overall Take-home Message


